
Smaller authority name:

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLTCATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORTTY)
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2O2I

Local Audit and Accountability Act2ol4sections 2s,26 and 27
The Accounb and Audit Regurations 20{E (sr 2o1sr2g4l

NOTES

(a) lnsert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in (c) below

(b) lnsert name, position and
address/telephone numberl email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
other person to which any person may
apply to inspect the accounts

(c) lnsert date, which must be at least 1

day afrer the date of announcement in (a)
above and at least 30 working days
before the date appointed in (d) below

(d) The inspection period between (c)
and (d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must include the first 10
working days of July.

(e) lnsert name and position of person
placing the notice - this person must be
the responsible financial officer for the

NOTICE

1. Date of

2. Each year the smalter authority prepares an Annual Governance andAccountability Return (AGAR). The nehR'tras been pubtishea *ittr fi,i" notice.
It will not be reviewed by lhe ippointed auditor, since the smaller iuthority has
certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor,s review.
Any percon interested !s lfre qighi io inspect and make 

"ofi"" 
of the AGAR,

the accounting records for the financial year to which it retates and all books,
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receiits and other documents relating to
those records must be made available foi inspection by any p;d; interested.
For the year ended 31 March 202i, these documents wlit ue-availabte on
reasonable notice by application to:

(b)

commencing on (c) _Monday 14 June 2021

and ending on (d) _Friday 23 Juty 2021

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

o The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

o The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawfui. Written'noiice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor ano a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authorityr's AGAR is only subject to review by the appointedauditor if questions or objections iaised under the Local Audit and
Acc.ounFbility Act 20i4tead tb the invotvement of the auditor. The appointed
auditor is:

PKFl-ittlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
15 Westferry Gircus
Canary Wharf
London E144HD
(sba@pkf-l.com)

5. This announcement is made by (e1 (la4ir:n$,h.J- F.y.an...a.{ (3{h.aa

ph



LocAL AUTHoRrry AccouNTs: A suMMARy oF youR RTGHTS

Please note that this summary_ applies to all relevant smalter authorities, including locatcouncils, internal drainage boards and ,other' smaller authorities

The basic position

The Losal Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities' This summary explains tnE prwisions con-tained in Sections 26 and 27 ol theAct. The Act
and the Aeeounts and Agdil. Requlations 2015 also coverthe duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person,.you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can iispect accounting records and related
documents. lf you are a local government elector for the area to whlch the accounls relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay direcgy for exercising
your rights. However,.any resulting costs incu,rred by the smaller authority forin [art of iti running costi
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their-council
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. you
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must bJabout the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) - (10) of ifre nct explains what is meantby personal information). You cannot inspect informaiion wnicn is protecied by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercialconfidentiality if itwas released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities..have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a websitet There must be a 30 working Oay peiidd, called the'period for the exercise of public rights', during which you can exercise your itatrioi, righito inspect
the. accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell- the public, including advertising-this on iheir
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available t6 inspect. e! agangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting rec6rds. y5u may
have to pay.a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common-period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities' accounting recoros are available to inspect. rhis will oe t-i+ .tuty
2021 for 2020121accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of thb period for the exercise of
public.rights, how you can communicate to the.smaller authority that you wish io inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation tha-t
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details' lf you are a local elector, your right to isk questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questibns where possible, they are not always obliged to
!o so. For example,. the question might be better answered by'another organisaiion, r6quire
investigation beyond the auditods remit, br involve disproportionate tost (which iiborne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. lf you are not satisfied witn their explanation, yori can qreition thiexternal
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the externai auditor inow your concern as soon as possible. The



advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give theperiod for the exercise of pu.blic iigfts ouring r"rri.i y;; ;; 
"rk 

the auditor questions, which heremeans formally asking questions under the nit. You 6an ask'someone to represent you when askingthe external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you knowwhat they contain' Please remember tnat you. cannot iormalty ask questions, under the Act, after theend of the period for the exercise of publiirigrrts Vou ,"vlir vour smaller authority other questionsabout their accounts for any year, at lny timel But these ;i";iquestions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financialyear being audited' However, your right to ask the external auclitor questions is limited. The externalauditor can.only answer'whai'queslions, not'why'questions. The external auditor cannot answerquestions about policies, finances, procedures or anytning else unless it is oire-ity ieievant to an itemin the accounting records. Remember that your quesiions-must always be about facts, not opinions. Toavoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you atways Jri 11our questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records.and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now youmay wish to object to the accounis on the basis that an item in tnem is in your view unlawful or thereare matters of wider concern arising from the.smaller authority's financei. "n b.rigovernment electorcan ask the external auditor.to ap[ty to the High court for i decraration that an item of account isunlawful, or to issue a report on nialters which-are in ft," proii. interest. you must te1 the externalauditor which specific item in the accounts you object to inO'wnv you think the item is unlawful, or whyyol think that a public interest report shouio be made about it. Vou must prorio. in" external auditorwith th.e evidence-you.have to.support your objection. oirrgr"eing witn inlome oispenoing does notmake it unlawful. To object to theaccounts you must writeio thelxternal auditor stbting you want tomake an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to thesmaller authority. The notice must include:

. confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority,s area;
' why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;. details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and
' details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest

report,

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditorto act within the powers available under the tocat eudit ano AcJountanitity nci z0t*.

A finalword

You may not use this.'right to object' to make a personal complaint or claim against your smallerauthority. You should.take s.uch complaints to your locat ciiizens;Advice Bureau, iocit L"* centre orto your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so loial taxpayo., ;""t the costs ot oiaiing with questions
and objections' ln deciding whether to take your oOleition foruvard, one of a series of factors the auditormust take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it isin the public interest to d.o.so. They may also decide not toconsider an objection if they think that it isfrivolou.s or vexatious, or if it repgati an 6bjectio-n alreaoy consioeied. lf you appeal to the courts againstan auditor's decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration inat an item of account is unlawful, youwill have to pay for the action yourself.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copiel of the
publication Local auihoritv accounts: A quide to
your riEhts are available from the NAO website.

lf you wish to contact your authority,s appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of public Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annuat Govemance &
Accou ntability Retu rn.


